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Edwards Air Force Base
En vi ron men tal Restoration Program

ERP Fact Sheet
Base Invites Public to Comment on 
Clean Closure Plan for Former South 
Base Landfi ll

Site 29 Proposed 
Plan Public 
Comment Period
January 12 to
February 28, 2011

Base Availability
Session:
February 9, 2010
11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Conference Room 1
5 East Popson Ave.
Edwards AFB, Calif.

Off-Base Public 
Availability Session:
February 9, 2010
5 to 7 p.m.
Wanda Kirk Branch 
Library
3611 Rosamond Blvd.
Rosamond, Calif.

For more information,
contact:

Mr. Gary Hatch
305 E. Popson Ave.
Edwards AFB, CA  93524
Phone: (661) 277-4127
E-mail: 95abw.pae@edwards.af.mil

Location of Site 29 at Edwards Air Force Base.
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A ir Force restoration offi cials are
accepting public comment
on the proposed clean closure 

of Site 29, an abandoned landfi ll located 
near the southwestern portion of Rogers 
Dry Lake. This proposal modifi es the 
original cleanup plan for Site 29, and
can be viewed in detail in the Proposed 
Plan (Revised) for Site 29, South Base 
Abandoned Sanitary Landfi ll, Operable 
Unit 2 (OU2).

The original cleanup plan for Site 29
included the removal of surface debris, 

containment of buried waste in place, 
implementation of stormwater and land 
use controls, long-term monitoring and 
maintenance of the site. As is, the plan 
is protective of human health and the 
environment.

While executing the original cleanup 
plan for Site 29, the Air Force discov-
ered the volume of buried waste is much 
smaller than expected and found no 
evidence of hazardous waste. Offi cials 
reevaluated cleanup alternatives for the 
site and concluded that removing all 
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Aerial view of Site 29. The site area
is outlined in red; the white outlines
represent the chain-link fences.

the existing waste, rather than just 
the surface waste, would be more 
cost-effective and benefi cial to the 
environment. Clean closure of
Site 29 will return the site to unre-
stricted use, approved for unlimited 
exposure, with no further action 
required. Therefore, the Air Force 
recommends the proposed clean 
closure of Site 29.

 Site 29 consists of two 
former landfi ll areas covering
approximately 38 acres. The 
landfi ll is part of an industrial area, 
surrounded by former and active 
evaporation ponds. There are no 
residential areas at South Base, nor 
are any likely to be developed in 
the foreseeable future.

The landfi ll was last used in the 

1970s. Household and industrial 
wastes, construction rubble and 
asbestos-containing materials were 
reportedly deposited at Site 29. 
There are anecdotal reports that the 
landfi ll may contain unexploded 
ordnance.

The Air Force investigated the 
site to evaluate if contamination 
from the landfi ll may have leaked 
into the soil, groundwater or air. 
The Site 29 landfi ll could contain:

•  Hazardous materials such as 
waste oil, batteries containing
acid and metals, residues and
unused containers of common 
chemical products

•  Organic material in household 
garbage and landscape waste that 
can decompose and form methane 
gas

•  Fine asbestos fi bers that, if
inhaled, can cause serious health 
problems

•  Explosives, sharp scrap and 
construction waste that can pose 
physical hazards if unearthed

However, no industrial wastes, 
ordnance, friable asbestos or 
explosives have been found in the 
buried debris.

The site investigation revealed 
low levels of fuels, solvents and 
pesticides in surface and shallow 
soil samples. None of the contami-
nants detected in the soil samples 
were at concentrations that could 
threaten the groundwater.

Soil gas samples at the landfi ll 
did not contain methane, which 
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Aerial view of Site 29 showing four subsurface waste areas 
(red) defi ned by geophysical and test pit surveys. The Air 
Force proposes to remove the waste from these areas in 
order to clean close Site 29. Existing fencelines (—x—) and 
monitoring wells (o) also are shown.

In 2008 and 2009, Air Force offi cials removed surface 
debris from Site 29 (shown here). In total, 142,000 tons of 
concrete, 6,324 tons of asphalt, 688 tons of wood, 192 tons 
of metal and 314 tons of other materials (bricks, rubber and 
plastic) were removed. Offi cials now want to address the 
subsurface waste at the site.

indicates the site is not generating landfi ll gas that 
typically results from organic wastes. However, low 
concentrations of solvents and fuels were detected in 
the soil gas samples. 

Trichloroethene, a common solvent, was once 
detected in the groundwater above its maximum 
contaminant level or regulatory limit. But, for several 
years, there have not been any groundwater detections 
of contaminants above regulatory limits.

Site 29 does not contain any groundwater drinking 
wells. However, there are ten monitoring wells at the 
site that allow Air Force offi cials to analyze samples 
of the groundwater in the area.

In addition to subsurface waste, Site 29 also
contained construction debris from a 1985 demolition 
project at South Base. Offi cials cleared this surface 
debris in 2008 and 2009, removing 142,000 tons of 
concrete, 6,324 tons of asphalt, 688 tons of wood,
192 tons of metal and 314 tons of other materials 
(bricks, rubber and plastic). The concrete, asphalt and 
metal were recycled.

The surface debris removal was completed in
accordance with the original cleanup plan for Site 29. 
Air Force offi cials then conducted geophysical and 
test pit surveys to further determine the nature and 

extent of subsurface waste.
Prior to conducting these surveys, experts estimated 

the size of the landfi ll’s subsurface waste at 490,000 
cubic yards, encompassing 25.2 acres, based on the 
area covered by surface debris. But survey results in-
dicate subsurface waste is actually 21,700 cubic yards 
and 3.8 acres in size.

Four areas containing subsurface waste have been 
defi ned. The Air Force proposes the removal of waste 
from these four areas in order to clean close Site 29.
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To Make a Comment About the Proposed Clean Closure of Site 29

Comments can be submitted at the public availability sessions on February 9, or by mail, e-mail 
or fax. Send comments to Mr. Gary Hatch at:  305 E. Popson Ave., Edwards AFB, CA  93524. 
Mr. Hatch can also be reached by phone at (661) 277-4127, fax (661) 277-2732 and e-mail 
95abw.pae@edwards.af.mil. Comments must be received no later than February 28.

You can obtain a copy of the Proposed Plan (Revised) for Site 29 at one of the Information
Repositories listed below or online at http://bsx.edwards.af.mil/environmental (under
"Documents for Public Review"). 

Information Repositories
Edwards AFB Library
5 W. Yeager Blvd.
Edwards AFB, Calif. 
(661) 275-2665

Kern County Public Library
Wanda Kirk Branch
3611 Rosamond Blvd.
Rosamond, Calif. 
(661) 256-3236

Los Angeles County Public
Library
601 W. Lancaster Blvd.
Lancaster, Calif. 
(661) 948-5029

The estimated cost of clean clo-
sure is $2.4 million, which includes 
the $0.9 million used to complete 
the surface debris removal in 2008 
and 2009. Air Force offi cials expect 
the clean closure cleanup to be 
completed in one year.

Clean closure of the landfi ll
will remove the waste from the
environment completely, and cost 
less to execute than the originally 
selected alternative. For these rea-
sons, the Air Force proposes clean 
closure at Site 29. 

Proposed Plan and Public 
Comment Period

The public may obtain a copy of 
the Site 29 Proposed Plan online at:
http://bsx.edwards.af.mil/environmental. 
Log in as "Guest," click on the link 
labeled "Documents for Public 
Review" and click on the Site 29 

Proposed Plan. The 95th Air Base 
Wing Public Affairs Offi ce can 
send you a copy if you contact
Mr. Gary Hatch at:

95 ABW/PA
Attn:  Mr. Gary Hatch
305 E. Popson Ave.
Edwards AFB, CA  93524

Phone:  (661) 277-4127
FAX:  (661) 277-2732

E-mail: 95abw.pae@edwards.af.mil

The public may also view a 
copy of the Site 29 Proposed Plan 
at one of the local libraries listed 
in the Information Repository box 
below. Please submit your com-
ments before the public comment 
period ends. You may make your 
comments in person at the public 
availability sessions on February 9.

More Information Available
The Air Force encourages the 

public to gain a more complete 
understanding of Site 29 and
the cleanup activities that were 
conducted there. Documents
used by the base to make
decisions about cleanup
alternatives at Site 29 are in the 
base’s administrative record. To 
view the full administrative record, 
you must contact Mr. Gary Hatch.

To view a subset of decision 
documents, you may visit one
of the Information Repository
locations.
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