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Meet Bill Gaddis: Rosamond’s
new environmental cleanup rep

hen was the last time you used advanced math-

ematical methods to interpret information given to

you on the job? For many of us, the answer is never.
But for Bill Gaddis—Rosamond’s new primary public repre-
sentative on the Edwards Air Force Base Restoration Advisory
Board (RAB)—mathematics was, and continues to be one of the
fundamental tools he uses to verify the accuracy of information
presented in flight test program reports.

“That’s the number one reason I became an engineer,” said
Gaddis, when asked about his academic achievements, which
include a bachelor’s degree in aerospace engineering and a
master’s in industrial and systems engineering. “I love math and
being able to solve problems mathematically.”

Unlike his day job, Gaddis’ volunteer service with the RAB
does not require him to break out the calculator. But it does
provide him with the opportunity to learn more about his fellow
Rosamond residents. “I looked for a way to get involved with the
community so that I'd be able to share information and find out
concerns that people may have, especially since we have so many
new people moving into the community,” Gaddis said.

The RAB provides an open forum for the exchange of infor-
mation among members of the public, base restoration officials,
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and state and federal regulators. People from on- and off-base
communities represent their respective community on the
board, which meets biannually to discuss the cleanup progress of
the base’s past hazardous waste.

It was during a break at one of the RAB’s biannual meet-
ings that Gaddis learned about a cleanup site that’s not part of
the base’s program. “I was able to talk to a regulator about a
contamination site located just north of Rosamond,” he said. “I
sometimes pass the site on my way to the [Mojave] dump, and
didn’t know much about it. But I was able to learn more informa-
tion about the site by conversing with some of the other board
members.”

Communicating effectively with others is a skill Gaddis has
faithfully developed over time. Although an engineer by trade,
Gaddis is really a teacher and a mentor at heart. These qualities
cannot be more evident than when he’s describing his current
role as supervisor of 22 avionics engineers who support various
test programs on the base. “I'm responsible for hiring new
employees and making sure they have the skills and tools to be
effective flight testers and future leaders at the [Air Force Flight
Test Center],” the radar flight chief said.

And thanks to his vast civil service experience at Edwards,
Gaddis is able to effectively sell the benefits of working at the
flight test center. “TI tell engineers who come to Edwards that
there’s an incredible amount they can do here. I've never been for
lack of satisfying work to do,” he said.

And right now, one of the most rewarding aspects of Gaddis’
job is the ability to mentor engineers in much the same way that
he himself was mentored throughout his career. According to
Gaddis, the reward comes in “being able to have a positive influ-
ence on young engineers and to guide and direct them. It can be
a heavy responsibility—we’re talking about a person’s career—
and a lot of it is upon the individual engineer to take initiative.
But, it’s for us, as managers, to recognize and reward their initia-
tive and provide additional opportunities for our engineers. I
find that very satisfying,” he said.

For Gaddis, the mentoring doesn’t stop at the office. He is also
a group leader for the Rosamond Royal Rangers program. The
religious organization’s goal is to mentor and train young men
to be future leaders. Gaddis, who has been a volunteer for a total
of 10 years, enjoys advising the 5- to 7-year-age group because of
their energy and curiosity. “Mentoring young men starts early
on,” Gaddis said of his role. “Our aim is to ‘reach and teach.’ This
program provides them [the children] with lessons to help them at
home, in their relationships and with their spiritual development.”

As a mentor, one of the things Gaddis stresses is the value of

ALL IN A DAYS WORK — Bill Gaddis prepares to make a
comment at the Feb. 17 RAB meeting in Mojave, Calif. The
meeting discussed major changes to the RAB, including a
reduction in the number of meetings and the introduction of a
social media website.



SITE TOUR — Rosamond primary public representative Bill Gaddis, right, listens as
environmental program manager, Tom Merendini, describes the cleanup issues at
Site 25. As the newest members of the RAB, Gaddis and Air Force co-chair, Col. Amy
Arwood, center, toured Site 25 to learn more about the base’s cleanup program.

effective communication. In the past, he was a member of Toastmasters Interna-
tional (Sand Creek Orators in Rosamond) and was, at one time, an officer in the
club. “I feel that Toastmasters helped me a lot with developing my communica-
tion skills,” Gaddis said. “The experience taught me to slow down and collect my
thoughts before speaking, and made me feel more comfortable addressing large
groups of people.”

One of the groups Gaddis currently addresses is the Assembly of God congrega-
tion in Rosamond, where he is a deacon and Sunday school teacher. He and his wife,
Lisa, are also involved with their children’s schools and extracurricular activities.
One of their children attends Rosamond Elementary School, where his wife is a
regular volunteer.

Rosamond residents can contact Gaddis with questions or concerns about the
base cleanup program. His contact information is located on the last page of this
newsletter.

By The Numbers

o Completed his master’s program in 1 year

« Has 3 children

o Served 5 years in the military—Air Force, of course

o First civilian job was a 6-month assignment in Fort Worth, where he met his wife
o Supervises 22 avionics engineers spread out over 5 test squadrons

o Married to his wife, Lisa, for 21 years

« Moved to Rosamond in 1989

New board members take the classroom outdoors

In August, Air Force co-chair Col. Amy Arwood and Rosamond primary
public representative Bill Gaddis journeyed into the field to learn more
about cleanup activities at South Base and Site 25. Arwood and Gaddis are
the newest members of the base Restoration Advisory Board (RAB). Gaddis
requested the tour to see first-hand the cleanup sites presented at one of the
biannual RAB meetings. Environmental program manager Rebecca Hobbs
led the tour at South Base. There, the group visited Sites 5/14 near the Birk
Flight Test Facility, Site 86 near the Aero Club and Site 29, a former land-
fill that is being considered for clean closure. At Site 25, program manager
Tom Merendini explained how the terrain and geography of the area makes
cleanup at the site technically impracticable.
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Report to Stakeholders is a publication of
Edwards Air Force Base, 95th Air Base Wing,
Civil Engineer Division, Environmental
Management. Its purpose is to inform and
educate the public, base workers and residents
about continuing environmental efforts on
base. It currently has a circulation of 6,000,
including about 2,000 subscribers.

Contents of the Report to Stakeholders are
not necessarily the official view of, or endorsed
by, the U.S. government, the Department of
Defense or the Department of the Air Force.

All photos are property of the Air Force,
unless otherwise identified.

Any comments or questions about the
contents of the Report to Stakeholders may be
directed to: Gary Hatch, 95 ABW/PAL,

305 E. Popson Ave., Edwards AFB, CA
93524, (661) 277-8707.
E-mail: 95abw.pae@edwards.af.mil
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WHAT’S ON THE COVER?

South Base environmental
program manager,
Rebecca Hobbs, left,
shows Rosamond RAB
representative Bill
— Gaddis, center, and Air

J Force RAB co-chair,

i Col. Amy Arwood, right,

a military revetment at
South Base.
MAILING THE RTS!

With the new fiscal year SUBSCRIBERS will
receive hardcopies of the newsletter in the mail
again! Thank you for your patience last fiscal year.



Where to find more

INFORMATION

Published data and documents relating to
Environmental Management are available for
public review at three information repositories.
They are updated when new documents are
released. Here is a list of our current informa-
tion repositories:

Edwards Air Force Base Library

5 W. Yeager Blvd.

Edwards AFB, Calif.

(661) 275-2665

Hours of operation: Mon-Thu 9:30 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Fri 9:30 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Sat-Sun 10:30 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Kern County Public Library

Wanda Kirk Branch

3611 Rosamond Blvd.

Rosamond, Calif.

(661) 256-3236

Hours of operation: Wed 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Fri-Sat9a.m. - 5 p.m.

Los Angeles County Public Library

601 W. Lancaster Blvd.

Lancaster, Calif.

(661) 948-5029

Hours of operation: Mon-Wed 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Thu-Fri 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Sat1l a.m. - 5 p.m.

For questions about information in the repositories, you may
contact Gary Hatch, Public Affairs chief of current operations,
at (661) 277-8707 or by e-mail at 95abw.pae@edwards.af.mil.

For general information about the Edwards Restoration Pro-
gram and the RAB, you may visit the following links:
www.edwards.af.mil/library/environment
www.facebook.com/EdwardsRAB#!/EdwardsRAB?sk=info
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By mail

Mail this form to:
95 ABW/PAI

RTS Subscription
305 E. Popson Ave.
Edwards AFB, Calif., 93524

By e-mail
Send request to
rts@edwards.af.mil
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Restoration Advisory Board

(RAB) Information

The RAB is made up of appointed
representatives from communities in and
around Edwards Air Force Base, regula-
tors from federal and state agencies and
base officials. The board’s purpose is to
provide a forum for two-way communi-
cation among base restoration officials,
regulators and the community representa-
tives regarding the cleanup of contamina-
tion from past military activities.

The board meets semiannually, rotating
meeting locations in communities sur-
rounding the base. The public is welcome
to attend. Those who have questions

or concerns about cleanup activities at
Edwards may contact any RAB member or
Gary Hatch, Public Affairs chief of
Current Operations, at (661) 277-8707.

NEXT MEETING
DATE: Nov. 17, 2011
TIME: 5:30 p.m.

LOCATION: Lancaster, Calif.
716 W. Oldfield St.

RAB Membe

OFF-BASE COMMUNITIES

ON-BASE COMMUNITIES

Boron :
Julie English (760) 762-6208 Home Housing
brontesisters2003@yahoo.com Vacant

California Cit
Bob Smith
bsmith@ccis.com

Lancaster

Jocelyn Swain
jswain@cityoflancasterca.org
ALTERNATE: Marvin Crist
mcrist@cityoflancasterca.org

Mojave
Victor Yaw
vicyaw@yahoo.com

North Edwards
Bruce Davies
bruce.h.davies@boeing.com

Rosamond

William Gaddis
wr.gaddis@sbcglobal.net
ALTERNATE: Leslie Uhazy
luhazy@avc.edu

(760) 373-4317 Home

(661) 723-6249 Work

(661) 723-6019 Work

(661) 824-2886 Home
(661) 275-4296 Work

(760) 769-4104 Home
(661) 275-7671 Work

(661) 382-8570 Home
(661) 277-3387 Work
(661) 256-8209 Home
(661) 722-6417 Work

Main Base Air Base Wing
Vacant

Main Base Test Wing
Richard Salazar

richard.j.salazar@mco.com

(661) 275-3275 Work

NASA Dryden
Vacant

North Base
Vacant

South Base
Brenda Weems-Hunter (661) 275-0456 Work
brenda.weems-hunter.ctr@us.af.mil

AF Research Laboratory and Propulsion
Directorate
Milton McKay
milton.mckay@us.af.mil

(661) 275-5786 Work

Remedial Project Managers

California Department of Toxic Substances

Control
Kevin Depies
KDepies@dtsc.ca.gov

Edwards AFB
Ai Duong
ai.duong@edwards.af.mil

(916) 255-6547 Work

(661) 277-1474 Work

Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control

Board
Tim Post
tpost@waterboards.ca.gov

(760) 241-4942 Work

Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control
Board (continued)
John Steude

(5630) 542-5571 Work

jsteude@waterboards.ca.gov

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
James Ricks (415) 972-3023 Work
ricks.james@epa.gov

Joseph Healy
healy.joseph@epa.gov

(415) 972-3269 Work

Fiwards Recyces

95 ABW/CEV
5 E. Popson Ave., Bldg. 2650A
Edwards AFB, CA 93524-8060
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